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The Style Characteristics and
Writing Background of Li He’s “Short Tune”

Ge Xiaoyin

(Department of Chinese Language & Literature, Peking University, Beijing)

ABSTRACT: The difference between Li He’s “short tune”, namely five-character poetry, and the general
ancient style of five-character poetry mainly lies in the way of choosing the title from Yuefu, the third-person
observation point of view, and the universality of the lyrical theme. Both the old and new titles of his twenty-

eight titles of five-character poetries follow the basic characteristics of Yuefu in the Han, Wei and Six Dynasties
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in inheritance in the subject matter and absorb the creation tradition of the new title of songs in the early Tang,
which shows that Li He has a clear sense to the style of poetry. If we take Li He in the process of the rise and fall
of the old title and the new title of the five-character poetry from the Han and Wei Dynasties to the mid-Tang,
the flourishing coexistence of the ancient five-character Yuefu, the new Yuefu, the modern songs and the new
title of poetry in the mid-Tang was the basic background of Li He’s creation of five-character poetry. Therefore,
Li He’s “short tune”, though not as distinctive as his seven-character poetry, it can reflect the depth of his poetic
thinking and the multi-facetedness of poetic achievements.

Keywords: Li He, “Short Tune”, five-character poetry style, consciousness, creation background



